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IN CHAKGE OF 
LAVINIA L. DOCK, R.N. 

A LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL OPEN-AIR SCHOOL 

While in London last summer I was enabled through the kindness 
of Miss Pearse, head of the London public school nurses, to visit one of 
the open-air schools which the London County Council maintains for 
delicate children as a regular part of the public school system. These 
schools are situated in different regions of the city, so as to be accessible 
to the children within certain areas. We travelled far to get to the one 
shown in the illustration, though still within city limits, and found a 
fine old mansion once used as a private dwelling now arranged for its 
present purpose. It was rented by the school authorities, and as it is 
spacious and roomy, with large, ample gardens, it made an excellent 
open-air school. In the gardens there had been put up the open pavilion 
on the plan of the German Liegehalle, with three sides of frame and 
the other open like a porch. Here the children recited and studied in 
pleasant weather. When it rained hard or was too damp, they retired 
to the large airy rooms in the house, where open-air conditions were 
available with open windows and fires. Eegular school hours were not 
kept, but the children came earlier than to ordinary school, and stayed 
until six o'clock. A trained nurse was in charge of the general hygiene 
of the children, under the supervision of Miss Pearse and the physician. 
Teachers, of course, were there for class-work. The nurse saw to the 
children's baths, given under the physician's directions, as were also 
their exercises and games, as well as study work. She watched the 
heart cases to see that they did not overdo, weighed the children, took 
measurements, and kept records of various kinds. She was responsible 
for their diet, which was prepared in the house by competent assistants. 
As the children were there all day, they had regular meals, with such 
extra diet as was ordered by the physician. All sorts and varieties of 
delicate children are collected into the open-air schools: heart cases, 
anaemic, under-nourished, nervous, debilitated children, and those in- 
clined to chronic ailments. It was a delightful place, the children ideally 
cared for, and such an inspiring atmosphere of enthusiasm and belief in 
child-culture radiated from teachers, nurse, and housekeeper. Miss 
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Pearse herself is a splendid woman to be at the head of a public school 
staff. Her ideals are large and fine, as she sees in each little waif a 
future citizen of a great state. 

THE NEW SCHOOL FOR NURSES IN ROME 

The nurse who is to have the very interesting and rare privilege of 
organizing the new school for nurses in Italy, at the beautiful Policlinico 
in Rome, is Miss Dorothy Snell, an English nurse admirably adapted by 
personality and experience, knowledge of language, and the general 
savoir-faire needed in the beginnings of things, for her important post. 
She has been for some years matron of a military hospital, and held a 
post as army Sister during the South African War. Miss Snell will go 
to Eome on the first of March, and the staff of head nurses will be 
installed about the middle of the month. They will begin their work in 
Professor Bastianelli's pavilion of seventy-two beds and operating rooms. 
Our warmest congratulations and best wishes are extended to them all. 
The task they are undertaking is so much more important and interesting 
than discovering the North Pole or flying across the channel, that we 
cannot understand why all the papers are not full of it instead of those 
prosaic every-day concerns! The nuns remain in administrative and 
household economic positions, and as they are past masters of skill in 
those posts the new regime at the Policlinico ought to be entirely suc- 
cessful. Nurses wishing to inquire should write to Miss Snell, the 
matron ; addresses in English, Polyclinic Hospital, Eome, Italy, will do. 
It will be, however, useless to apply without a good knowledge of Italian. 

SISTER GERDA'S DIARY 

Too little time, or not knowing how to catch up with it, has so 
tricked us that we have not sooner given notice to a book written by a 
German private duty nurse, called Dornenpfade der Barmherzigheit aus 
Schwester Gerda's Tagebuch. The book is edited and brought out by 
Sister iHenriette Arendt, and has a preface by Sister Agnes Karll, than 
whom none knows better the mental and spiritual as well as the material 
needs of all nurses. It is a singularly candid and artless piece of 
realism, full of sordid and painful details, as realism always is. Per- 
haps no more piercing evidence of the need of an ideal in all and any 
work having to do with human beings could be found, and there is no 
doubt that, of all the branches of nursing, private duty is the one in 
which the ideal is most easily lost or obscured. We say " most easily," 
giving all recognition to those who maintain noble standards under cir- 
cumstances of such difficulty. 
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The foreword by Sister Agnes is an impressive warning and message 
of wide social import, the serious voice of authority coming from the 
deep-natured, high-minded woman, pointing out the weak and wrong 
features in an age when human values are slowly coming to tip the scales 
against materialism. 

AN INTERNATIONAL VICE-PRESIDENT FOR JAPAN 

The International Council of Nurses is honored by the consent 
of Japan to give an honorary vice-president to the Council. Miss Take 
Hagiwara, the fraternal delegate of last summer's congress, has accepted 
the position with the friendly assent of Prince Matsukata, president of 
the Eed Cross Society of Japan. Miss Hagiwara's many friends in the 
Council are delighted and gratified. 

ITEMS 

We warmly congratulate the nurses of India on the growth of their 
association work and prospects of a magazine, as shown by the following 
notes sent by Miss Thorpe : 

The annual conference of the Association of Nursing Superin- 
tendents of India was held in Agra on December 8 and 9. The sessions 
were held at the residence of Eev. J. P. Haythornthwaite, principal of 
St. John's College. Mrs. Haythornthwaite had kindly offered to arrange 
for the entertainment of the delegates, and the success of the conference 
is largely due to her untiring efforts and generous hospitality. 

The first session was opened by Eev. Theodore Wynkoop, of Allaha- 
bad. In the absence of the president the opening address was made by 
the vice-president, followed by the report of the secretary and treasurer. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: president, 
Miss Tippetts, Mayo Hospital, Lahore; vice-president, Miss Creighton, 
Jaunpur, IT. P.; secretary and treasurer, Miss Thorpe, Belgaum, Bom- 
bay Presidency. Miss Tindall, Cama and Allbless Hospitals, Bombay, 
was appointed a member of the Executive Committee. Ten new members 
have joined the association during the year. 

The following papers were read and discussed: " Provincial Training 
Schools in India," Miss Martin, St. Catherine's Hospital, Cawnpore; 
" Some Advantages of Joining the Trained Nurses' Association of 
India," Miss Mill, St. George's Hospital, Bombay; " Three Years' Train- 
ing," Miss Tindall, Cama and Allbless Hospitals, Bombay; "Private 
Nursing and Nurses in India," Mrs. Davies, chief lady superintendent. 
Lady Minto's Indian Nursing Association, Simla; "How are We to 
Find a Better Class of Indian Girls for Training; and Is it Wise to Eaise 
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the Standard ? " Miss Creighton, Jaunpur, U. P., Miss Ferguson, Palwal, 
S. Punjab. 

A provisional constitution and by-laws were drawn up for the Trained 
Nurses' Association of India, and arrangements were made to publish a 
monthly journal as the organ of the two associations. 

The first number of the journal will consist chiefly of the reports of 
the conference, and will, it is hoped, be ready by February 1, 1910. 
The magazine will be edited by Mrs. W. H. Klosz, Akola, Berar, and 
Miss Thorpe, Belgaum, will be its manager. 

Vabious inquiries are at hand regarding work in foreign hospitals 
that is open to American nurses. The American Hospital in Paris is 
now open, and inquiries for positions should be addressed to Mrs. A. H. 
Lough, 55, Boulevard du Chateau, Neuilly-sur-Seine, Paris. Nurses 
taking posts there are required to stay at least six months if their 
services are satisfactory. The salary is $40 per month, with living. 

A nurse asks for a list of foreign hospitals employing American 
nurses, but no such list can be given, as there are no such hospitals. It 
is possible that an American nurse, by dint of personal initiative and by 
being on the spot herself to go and see the necessary authorities, might 
succeed in getting into almost any foreign hospital for special reasons 
and upon special conditions, but these reasons and conditions would vary 
so greatly, and be so entirely a matter of personal arrangement, that no 
information can be given as authoritative. It is possible that there may 
be opportunities for the next two or three years, in the new Eoman 
school at the Polyclinic Hospital. The latest news of this will be found 
in another paragraph. 

The Flemish Nursing Journal mentions a strong anti-alcohol propa- 
ganda which is being carried on in the hospitals there. As against the 
views of five years ago, that some kind of drink was necessary to main- 
tain vigor, the physicians now insist that alcohol is always a poison, 
and many hospitals demand total abstinence from their entire staff, 
internes as well as orderlies and men nurses. In Hungary, also, Minister 
Andrassy has required total abstinence for all the medical and nursing 
staff of state hospitals for the insane. 

Echoes of the anti-alcohol crusade come from Germany, too. A 
monster petition for the right of local option has received notice in the 
German nurses' journal and the members have all been urged to sign it. 
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Unterm Lazaruskreuz announces the formation of a Swiss nurses' 
association. Preliminary meetings were held in October and November, 
and articles have been adopted applicable to the whole of Switzerland, 
and providing for local and cantonal groups. The association takes in 
medical men and women, men nurses, and at present admits nurses of 
well children. This will probably prove, as time goes on, to be too 
inclusive, as the problems to be met will be entirely different and there 
will be no common meeting ground except that of living conditions, 
which is the one interest common to all workers. The combination sug- 
gests that either the children's nurses are very advanced, or that the 
trained nurses for the sick are pretty far behind. 

Australia, we observe in Kai Tiaki, has begun to move definitely 
toward state registration of nurses. When the Australian journals come 
to hand we shall report the latest details. 

Mr. Sydney Holland is still opposing registration because of the 
nurses who will be sure to become " flighty and flirty, drunk and dotty." 
The English opposition papers still refuse to see that registration is an 
educational question, just as the government refuses to see that the 
women's claim is a political question. Why men should pride themselves 
thus on appearing stupid or dense of understanding is not clear. Ignor- 
ing all the stimulus and progress on the educational side, the English 
enemy is rejoicing in the thought that registration in America is a 
failure because it does not prove to be a huge intelligence office. 

The pioneer nurses in Italy are greatly exhilarated by the appearance 
of a very remarkable book written by Professor Baccarani of Ancona, 
in which he makes a most enlightened and radical plea for the complete 
revolution of the nursing side of Italian hospitals. The interesting thing 
is that he has worked it all out for himself, not having known of the 
strivings of Miss Baxter and Miss Turton, and having done his studying 
of the question quite independently. He shall go into the third volume 
of " History," which was begun on New Year's Day. 

Mrs. Fenwick, whose sympathetic interest has been strongly centred 
of late upon prison conditions of unsanitation and non-hygiene, and 
who presented the resolution at the congress calling for trained and 
taught staffs of prison wardresses, has formed an " Elizabeth Pry 
League," to work for the improvement of prison deficiencies in matters 
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relating to mental and physical health. A most admirable undertaking — 
and the article in the British Journal for December 18, in which the 
plan and aims are set forth, is deeply suggestive and appealing. 

The training school for nurses in Paris has had a most satisfactory 
final examination, and a number of the most meritorious graduates have 
been placed on the permanent staff. The nurses who have received their 
certificates are forming a nurses' league or alumnas association, a very 
interesting mark of the new order of things. 



Medical Director Wise, speaking at the Association of Military 
Surgeons in Washington, declared one of the greatest needs of America 
is more general education among medical men. The need is felt par- 
ticularly in the public service. 



" I would rather appreciate the things I do not have, than to have 
things I do not appreciate." — Unknown. 



HOPES 

A St. Nicholas League member in February St. Nicholas. 

When I was small, I hoped for toys 

And dolls and sweets galore, 
And then when I was six I wanted 

Books of fairy lore. 

At seven, I wanted roller skates; 

At eight, I yearned for wealth; 
But now that Fm eleven 

All I really want is health. 



